
 
 

May 28, 2020 

District 29 Parents, Guardians, & Staff- 

The following brief updates are provided as we enter the final week of the 2019-
2020 school year. 

End of Year Celebrations 

Each grade level in the District has designed their own unique way to celebrate and bring some 
semblance of closure to the school year for our students. Please see the communications from 
you student's classroom teacher to understand what each is doing. 

Return to School Task Force 
We have formed our Return to School Task Force and had our first meeting to begin discussing 
plans for the 2020-2021 school year. We have also formed an “Advisory Committee” comprised 
on various experts and parents to provide feedback on preliminary plans. 

Given the evolving status of the pandemic, and associated guidance, public school districts must 
plan for a “continuum” of potential of learning environments for the 2020/20201 school year, 
and be able to quickly move between options based on the status of the pandemic and the latest 
guidance. 

The Task Force reviewed our  “Continuum of Learning Options”, from full in-person learning, to 
a blend of in-person and remote (eLearning), to full remote (eLearning). They also review a 
variety of published "return to school" guidance documents and survey data related to our 
eLearning this spring. 

We then identified the following key principles for education during the 2020/2021 school year: 
Promote a Healthy Physical Learning & Working Environment  
Provide Meaningful Academic Engagement 
Address Social/Emotional Needs 
Facilitate Connections w/Students & Families  
Provide Appropriate Training & Resources 



We then discussed the needs or issues to be addressed under each principle in a full in-person 
learning setting. Next, we will tackle needs or issues to be addressed under each principle in a 
full remote learning setting, and finally in a mixed in-person and remote setting. 

Based on a state webinar I attended yesterday, guidance for the fall from ISBE is not expected 
until late June/early July. Thus, it is not likely that we will have preliminary plans to share with 
our stakeholders prior to then. 

Election Day 2020 

Election Day 2020 has now been legally deemed a Holiday with mandatory school closure. Our 
District 29 calendar has that date scheduled as a student attendance day. Thus, I will be working 
with the Board of Education to discuss options for re-allocating that day elsewhere during 
the school year. 

8th Grade Graduation 

Our Sunset Ridge School 8th Grade Drive-In Graduation ceremony is scheduled for Monday, 
June 8, 2020 at Sunset Ridge School. The drive-in ceremony must be orchestrated to follow the 
strict ISBE guidance for such events. Only invited guest will be able to attend, and individuals 
must remain inside their vehicles during the event. At designated times, and under strict social 
distancing, students will be allowed to exit the vehicle to collect a diploma and have a picture 
taken by a professional photographer. Thanks to the 8th grade chairs for coordinating this special 
event! 

  

Sincerely, 

Edward J. Stange, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

  

 


